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Note from the author: This is based on a  24 day advent period, beginning on December 1 and ending on Christmas Eve. 

Pages can be printed, cut out and laminated if desired, and then placed in drawstring bags or other advent system of choice. 

Our family uses this advent calendar with drawstring bags containing an ornament to hang on the Christmas tree each day. 

On some days there are instructions to set up corresponding nativity set pieces. (more details on how we use the set can be 

found at www.bethanyslens.wordpress.com ) However, this  is easily customizable to work alongside an existing advent  

system: small boxes could be wrapped containing gifts / books/ special treats to open, a paper chain to count the days, etc. I 

hope it blesses your family as much as it has mine!   — Bethany  

2017 ADVENT CALENDAR 



In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth.  - Genesis 1:1 

 

He spoke and created the light, the water, the land 

and the sky. He made trees and plants, fish, and 

all kinds of animals. He made the sun and the 

moon and the stars; and then he made Adam and 

Eve  - the very first people! Adam and Eve were 

made in God’s image and he blessed them. God 

saw all that he had made and it was very good. 

On the seventh day, God rested. 

DAY 1 

God gave Adam and Eve one rule, not to eat the fruit 

from one tree in the garden. But they disobeyed God, 

and ate it anyway. Choosing to disobey God is called 

sinning. The Bible says : 

 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God. Romans 3:23 

Just like Adam and Eve, none of us do the right thing 

all the time. And this separates us from God, because 

God is perfect and holy. But, God still loves us. In 

fact, he sent us a priceless gift – that we’re going to 

learn all about as it gets closer to Christmas! 

DAY 2 

God’s people, the Israelites, waited a long time for 

God to send them this special Gift.  God told the 

prophet Isaiah that:  

 

The Lord himself will give you a sign, the 

virgin will be with child and will give birth 

to a son, and will call him Immanuel.    

Isaiah 7:14 

 

But the people waited for many years.  

DAY 3 

One day, in a town called Nazareth, God sent an 

angel to a woman named Mary. The angel said to her: 

 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 

favor with God. You will be with child and 

give birth to a son, and you are to give Him 

the name Jesus. He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High.”  

Luke 1:20-32a 

The gift that God’s people had waited for was coming! 

God was sending his very own Son! 

DAY 4 



In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  

Luke 2:1   

Joseph and Mary, who was going to have a baby, had to 

travel from their home in Nazareth to a place called 

Bethlehem, because the person who was in charge decided 

that he wanted to count all of the people. But, this wasn’t a 

surprise to God! In fact, he had told a prophet many years 

before that his Son was to be born in the town of Bethlehem. 

But you, Bethlehem, though you are small, out of you 

will come one who will be ruler over Israel.  Micah 5:2 

That ruler who wanted to count his people had NO idea 

that God wanted his Son to be born there. But God knew. 

And so Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem.  

DAY 5 

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 

DAY 6 

While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time 

came for Mary to have her baby. But there was 

nowhere for them to stay. They didn’t have a hotel or a 

house to live in while they were there.  

Mary gave birth to a son. She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger.      

Luke 2:7a  

A manger was like a wooden dish for the animals’ 

food. She didn’t have a nice crib for him, or any of the 

nice things that you had when you were born. They 

stayed in a stable – a place like a barn where people 

kept their animals. And that is where God’s son was 

born.  

DAY 7 

Silent night, Holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin, mother and child 
Holy infant, tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, Holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 
Silent night, Holy night 
Shepherds quake, at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven above 
Heavenly, hosts sing Hallelujah. 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

DAY 8 

O Little Town of Bethlehem,: Phillips Brooks, 1867 

Silent Night:  Joseph Mohr / John Young 



This is how God showed his love among us: He 

sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. This is love, not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent His son 

as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

1 John 4: 9 -10   

Jesus was God’s gift to the world. To you and to me. 

God loved us so much that he sent us His Son. And it 

is Jesus’ birth that we celebrate at Christmas! It’s not 

all about presents and a Christmas tree and lights, 

though those ARE nice. But, the real reason we 

celebrate Christmas is to remember God’s gift to us: 

His son, Jesus. 

DAY 9 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; 
They are weak, but He is strong.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Fill in with child’s name(s): 
Jesus loves  you, _________________.  
 
Discussion prompt: What are ways that Jesus 
shows us that he loves us?  

DAY 10 

Use this day to set up the nativity, except for 

the shepherds and the wise men (they will be 

added later) If you don’t have a nativity scene 

to set up, you can make one out of popsicle 

sticks or gingerbread or draw / color in a 

nativity scene.  

Talk about who everyone is, what animals 

are there, and what a manger is. 

 

DAY 11 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on his shoulders. And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.       

Isaiah 9:6 

Jesus, even though he was born as a baby, was still 
God’s Son. Jesus is described in many ways, and has 
many names. He is our savior, because he saved us 

from our sins. He is called Messiah because he is the 
gift that God promised to us many, many years ago. 

He was fully God and fully man. He is Mighty, 
Wonderful, Everlasting, and he wants to be our 

friend. To walk through life with us, and to make a 
way for us to be with God forever and ever.  

DAY 12 



O holy night! 

The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 

Fall on your knees 

Oh hear the angel voices 

Oh night divine 

Oh night when Christ was born 

Oh night divine 

Oh night divine  

DAY 13 

On the night that Jesus was born, there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”     

Luke 2: 8-14 

DAY 14 

The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought 
And with his blood mankind has bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel! 

DAY 15 

When the angels had left [the shepherds] and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 
just as they had been told. Luke 2:15-20 
 
*Use this day to place the shepherds in the Nativity scene 

DAY 16 

O Holy Night:  Placide Clappeau / John S. Deight 



O Come All Ye Faithful 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be the glory giv'n; 

Word of the Father, 

Now in the flesh appearing, 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

DAY 17 

When Mary and Joseph brought baby Jesus to 

Jerusalem to present him to God as their firstborn son, 

there was a man there named Simeon. Simeon had 

been praying to God, eagerly waiting for the Messiah, 

God’s promised gift, to finally arrive. When Simeon 

saw Jesus he praised God and said: 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may 

now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have 

prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 

people Israel.  Luke 2:29-32 

DAY 18 

After Jesus was born, Magi (or wise men) traveled to 
Jerusalem to find him. They asked the ruler there: 

Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him   Matthew 2:2 

King Herod was very upset by this. HE was king. He didn’t 
want there to be another king. And definitely not a king 
who was also God! He asked the priests and teachers, and 
they told him that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. 
He told this to the wise men and sent them to find him – 
asking them to come back and tell him where Jesus was. But 
the wise men knew this was a trick. They knew that Herod 
was angry that Jesus had come to save his people, and that 
he wanted to hurt Jesus. They knew they shouldn’t tell him 
where Jesus was. And so the wise men followed the bright 
star in the sky to Bethlehem, to find Jesus on their own.  

DAY 19 

[The wise men] went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to 
the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh 

Matthew 2:9-11 

 

The wise men knew that Jesus was God’s son. That he was 
the gift God had promised to the world. The one who would 

save us from our sins. And so they gave him the most 
important, most expensive things that they had. 

*Use this day to put the wise men at the nativity scene! 

DAY 20 

O Come All Ye Faithful: John Francis Wade /  Frederick Oakley 



Because we all sin, (do bad things, and disobey God) 

we deserved to be punished. To be separated from God. 

But God chose to show us mercy because of his great 

LOVE for us. For you and for me. The Bible says that 

the wages of sin is death. But God’s gift to us is 

eternal life, through Jesus—his priceless gift to us! 

For it is by grace you have been saved.  

Ephesians 2:7 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

DAY 21 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, 

shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

Jesus is God’s free gift to us. But just like a gift on your 

birthday doesn’t do you any good if you leave it sitting on a 

table - all pretty and wrapped up with paper and a bow - we 

have to “take” the gift that God gave us. Just like we would 

take a present that someone gives us and unwrap it to find 

what is inside and be able to use it, we also have to accept 

God’s gift, and give our lives to Jesus. And when we do, we 

become his sons and daughters. 

To all who received Jesus, to those who believed 

in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God. John 1:12 

DAY 22 

The Word [Jesus] became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory. The 
Glory of the One and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

 

Jesus chose to come to earth as a baby. To be born and to 
live and to teach his people – and ultimately, to die. For us. 

This was God’s perfect gift to us. The gift that had been 
promised for years and years. The gift that his people had 

waited and waited for. And He is the best gift to us at 
Christmas time, and every day!  God’s Son came to live 
WITH us. To teach us. To show us the way to God. To 

bring God’s glory to earth. And when we believe in Him, 
we will live forever with God.   

That is the story of Christmas. That Jesus came to 
earth. For you and for me. 

DAY 23 

Review the story: 

Who created the world? __________________________ 

What does sin mean? ____________________________ 

What is the punishment for our sin? _______________ 

What was God’s great gift for us? __________________ 

Who’s birth do we celebrate on Christmas? _________ 

Who did the angels tell about Jesus’ birth? __________ 

Pray: God, thank you for your wonderful, priceless 

gift. Thank you for the Bible that we can read to learn 

about you. Thank you for loving us enough to send 

your only Son to pay the price for OUR sins, that we 

can live forever with you. Amen. 

DAY 24 

Amazing Grace: John Newton, 1779 


